










 

City Manager’s 

Report 

November, 2017 

 
 
 
 

Announcements – 
.   

Election Results  

General Election held November 7, 2017.  The results were as follows: 

Mayor 

Robert MacNair 104  

Ed Steil 81 

Council Members – Three Seats  

Debbie Dalhouse Curtis 
 

89 

Neil W. Howard 
                

112  

Milner Lively (incumbent) 
 

77 

Allen D. Piontkowski, Jr. 
 

106  

Paul Wheeler 101  

 
Sky to Summit 2017 – 50k and 25k November 11th and 12th 
The Georgia Sky to Summit 50k promises to be the most scenic 50k race on the east 
coast. With 20+ miles of untouched single track, two summits of Rabun Bald with 360- 
degree views of mountains in 3 different states.  There is over 14,000 ft. of elevation 
change.  Race enthusiasts have named Sky Valley as the Mountain Running Capital of 
Georgia for its plethora of trails within walking distance from the city.  The Sky to 
Summit race starts and finishes in Sky Valley at the city park.  Please be watchful for 
these runners Saturday and Sunday, and help us to welcome our enthusiastic visitors. 
 



Employee Appreciation Day 
Sky Valley city employees were honored by the Sky Valley Property Owner’s 

Association at an Employee Appreciation Day on October 25th at the Club.  Thank you 

to the POA, the Club and to all of those who came out to show their support. 

Sky Valley Taxes 
Property Tax bills have been mailed out.  If you purchased property in Sky Valley during 
this year and you didn’t receive a tax notice from the city, please contact Alyssa Mullins 
at City Hall and she can print you a copy.  Taxes are due December 20, 2017. 
 
Upcoming Holiday Schedule 
The City of Sky Valley will be closed in observance of the following: 
Veteran’s Day on Friday, November 10th 
Thanksgiving on Thursday, November 23rd and Friday, November 24th  
Recycling will be picked up on Wednesday, November 22nd 
 
Grant 
Sky Valley has been awarded a 2017 GMA/Georgia Municipal Employees Benefit 
System (GMEBS) Health Promotion and Wellbeing Grant in the amount of $1,000. Ella 
Fast will be our designated Health Promotion Champion and will be required to work 
directly with LGRMS and attend at least one of the High Impact Champion Training 
interactive workshops.  Workplace health promotion and wellness programs save health 
care dollars and improve employee health and productivity.  LGRMS and GMA are 
committed to helping local governments engage in building comprehensive health 
promotion and wellness programs and the City is appreciative of this support. 
 
Website – www.skyvalleyga.com 
Our website is full of a variety of information for visitors and citizens.  We have a 
visitor’s guide with information on the area, and we also have the business side 
including meeting minutes ordinances, forms, permitting requirements, event 
information, contact information, etc.  Last year we had over 34,000 unique visitors to 
the website.  This year, we have had 28,922 unique visitors to the website, including 
3,202 during the month of October.   
 
E-Mail and Crisis Communication 
The City’s e-mail distribution list is used frequently to keep everyone informed during 
inclement weather and for current events.  This is our best way of staying connected 
with the residents.  We currently have 472 e-mails for City News and another 998 for 
Event and Tourism Information.  We also utilize a phone system for relaying urgent 
information.  If you are not on these lists, please contact City Hall or sign up through the 
City’s website home page. 
 
  

http://www.skyvalleyga.com/


Facebook – www.facebook.com/skyvalleyga 
The City’s Facebook page has a total of 1,958 followers with 56 new followers added 
during the month of October.  If you have not “liked” us on Facebook yet, please do and 
suggest our page to all of your Facebook friends.  We share information, links, and 
many pictures on Facebook.  We would love to have you share your favorite Sky Valley 
experiences and pictures on our page.   

Visitor Center  
Last year we had the opportunity to welcome 2,241 visitors to the City of Sky Valley 
through our operations at the visitor center.  So far, this year, we have greeted 1,637 
people, including 235 during the month of October.  Our longest distance travelers last 
month came from Texas, New York, Massachusetts, Illinois, Ohio, Iowa, Nebraska, and 
Argentina. 
 
Personal Transportation Vehicles (PTVs) 
Registered PTVs through the City are the only legal golf carts that can be used on city 
streets outside of a designated cart lane.  Please visit the city’s website at 
www.skyvalleyga.com for required safety equipment, application and PTV regulations. 
 
Short-term Rentals 
Short Term Rentals -  It is mandatory that every person engaging in short-term home 
rentals of 10 days or less register with the city clerk.   If you have not done this yet, I 
urge you to contact City Hall immediately.   Each rental within the City limits of Sky 
Valley is required to submit a monthly tax return by the 20th of the month for rentals 
during the previous month. An operator who fails to make timely returns will be 
assessed penalties and interest.  Failure to register your vacation rental or collect the 
required tax may subject you to a fine of up to $300 per offense.  Every operator renting 
guest rooms in the city shall preserve, for a minimum of three years, all rental 
documentation.  Such documents may be audited periodically by the City Clerk or an 
authorized representative. 

Housing & Development & Code Enforcement 
 
Permitting & Inspections 

Building Permits 

The building inspector wants to remind everyone that work done on your home may 
likely require a permit.  The inspector has come across a number of jobs that did not 
have the appropriate permits.  When in doubt, please contact the Building Inspector’s 
Office or City Hall.  If you are found to be doing work without a permit, your first offense 
will subject you to a penalty fee equal to double the cost of the permit, a $50 minimum.  
The homeowner is ultimately responsible for making sure his/her contractors obtain the 
necessary permits.  Permits are required for, but not limited to, all structural, 
mechanical, electrical, plumbing, soil & erosion, roofing, decking, stairs, concrete, tree 
cutting, additions and remodeling.  Many repair permits have no cost associated with 

http://www.facebook.com/skyvalleyga


them but are still required and will still be subject to the penalty fee if they are not 
properly obtained. 

Tree Cutting Permits 

Please don’t forget that any tree with a trunk that is 8” or more in diameter (25” or more 
in circumference) at 18” above the ground requires a permit for cutting, trimming & 
topping. 

Please note that native shrubbery, trees and undergrowth such as mountain laurel, 
rhododendron, rare wildflowers, ferns, etc. are protected within the City of Sky Valley.  
Clear cutting or the removal of all trees or native vegetation is prohibited in excess of a 
10’ x 10’ area without a permit. 

You are permitted to remove limbs from a tree up to twelve feet above the ground 
without a permit.  If you had to obtain a permit to cut, it would not qualify for city 
chipping service.  Contractors are responsible for the removal of all tree cuttings and 
debris within fourteen days. 

Roads  

Paving 

The 2017 road paving project has been complete. 

Chipping Service 

Homeowner chipping service is done as needed. Please call City Hall to arrange for 
pick-up.  The City provides 15 minutes of chipping service to every homeowner each 
month as a part of your garbage bill.  Chipping service is then provided at a rate of 
$100/hour for any time exceeding the first 15 minutes.  Cuttings must be less than 8” in 
diameter and must be stacked in one direction on the right-of-way, out of the road and 
not in an area that will block culverts or otherwise impede storm water drainage.  We 
cannot chip small yard debris, vines, thorn bushes, small shrubbery clippings, railroad 
ties, landscape timbers, or similar type items.  The chipping service is designed for 
limbs and small trees only.  All other yard waste must be bagged. 

Leaves and Yard Waste Pick-up  

Yard waste is collected separately from household garbage.   Yard waste shall be 
placed for pickup within 5 feet of the roadway.  Leaves must be bagged for pick-up. 
Please call City Hall for all yard debris pick-up.  

Mulch 

Mulch from our chipping service is available for purchase from the City for $25 per load 
delivered. 



City Park 

Walking Path 

The City Council has appropriated funds to lengthen the walking path in the park across 
from the mail facility.  Construction of a bridge has been approved by the Council which 
will complete the loop. 

Pickleball Courts 

Two Pickleball Courts have been completed for public use in the park adjacent to the 
mail facility.  The Courts will be open from 8 AM until dark.  Please wear court shoes 
and bring your own playing equipment and water bottles.   

Pavilion 

The community pavilion and restrooms at the park between the mail facility and the 
pickleball courts have been completed and are now available for public use.   

Police 

The Police Chief would like to remind everyone that the non-emergency number for the 
police department should not be used in the case of an emergency.  Please call 911 so 
that all responding agencies can get the necessary information through the dispatch 
center without delay. 

The police responded to 6 emergency 911 calls, assisted 22 residents, escorted 9 
visitors and conducted 2 traffic stops among the total 729 calls and requests for service.  
They also logged 3,271 miles patrolling the city. 

Water   

Any vacated residence detected using water by the City will be assumed to have faulty 
plumbing internally.  Upon this assumption, the City will turn off the water to prevent 
additional damage to the property and attempt to contact the property owner.   With the 
cold weather, several homeowners have experienced broken water lines in their yards 
and damages to their homes.   We cannot emphasize enough that you should have 
your homeowner valve adjacent to the meter shut off when you are going to be away.   
If you are unable to turn off/on the valve by yourself, the City offers this service for 
$10.00. 

Don’t forget that we now offer automated bank draft for water/garbage billings.  Please 
contact Alyssa Mullins at City Hall to sign up for this service.  Remember, your account 
will automatically be drafted for the total amount due each month.  You will still receive a 
paper bill so that you can continue to audit the water usage and billing amount each 
month. 

  



Sewer    

The feasibility study for the sewer project is still underway.  The engineers are finalizing 
a cost estimate and preliminary design.  This is a study being prepared by Engineering 
Management Inc. and funded jointly by the City and Rabun County. 

Solid Waste    

Household garbage is collected on Monday and recycling on Thursday.  Garbage and 
recycling must be put out by 8 AM on collection day.  Don’t forget that garbage should 
not be placed out for pick-up any earlier than the morning of the service.  Animals 
scatter garbage even when put in the underground cans.  Our garbage collectors are 
not responsible for picking up any garbage that is not properly bagged once they arrive.  
The compactor at the tractor barn on Knob Drive can be utilized when you need to take 
your garbage somewhere prior to a garbage collection day.  This is especially important 
when your garbage contains food items.  NO garbage other than regular bagged 
household garbage should be put out by the road or in any dumpster or compactor. 

Please note, if you use underground cans and they are in disrepair, you will need to 
discontinue their use or replace them.  We have a constant problem with untied bags 
and loose trash in the underground cans.  If you are using an underground can, you 
should have a removable liner that can be lifted out of the can.  If you do not have the 
liner, you will need to discontinue use until replaced.  This is for the safety of our 
garbage collectors. 

Any contractors or residents found dumping lumber, carpeting, paint, furniture, 
appliances, or any other non-bagged household garbage in the dumpsters or compactor 
will be cited and fined up to $1,000.  Construction debris and other such items should 
be hauled to the transfer station on Boggs Mountain Road in Tiger. 

 
 
Reduce… Reuse… Recycle… 

 
Reduce the amount and toxicity of trash you throw away  
Reuse containers and products 
Recycle as much as possible and buy products with 
recycled content 

http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/reduce.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/reduce.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/recycle.htm
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RESOLUTION 17-____ 

 

 

A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 2018 BUDGET 

AND TO ESTABLISH POLICIES FOR ADJUSTMENTS TO THE BUDGET. 

 

 

WHEREAS, the City Manager has presented a proposed fiscal year 2018 Budget to the City 

Council of each of the various funds of the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, the budget lists proposed revenues/expenditures for the fiscal year 2018; and 

 

WHEREAS, each of these budgets is a balanced budget, so that anticipated revenues for each 

fund equal proposed appropriations. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL HEREBY RESOLVES THAT this budget, 

Attachments “A – D” attached hereto and by reference made a part hereof of this resolution, 

shall be the City of Sky Valley’s budget for the fiscal year 2018; and 

 

1.  Expenditures of any Fund shall not exceed the Appropriations authorized by this Budget and 

Amendments thereto or Actual Funding sources, whichever is less. 

 

2.  The Budget shall be adjusted so as to adapt to changing governmental needs during the fiscal 

year as follows, such amendments shall be recognized as approved changes to this ordinance in 

accordance with O.C.G.A. § 36-81-3(d)(1): 

 

(a) Any increase in Appropriations in any Fund for a Department, whether through a 

change in Anticipated Revenues in any Fund or through a transfer of Appropriations among 

Departments, shall require the approval of the City Council. 

 

(b) The City Manager shall have the authority to approve transfers within a Department 

from one line item to another except for salary line items.  The City Council shall have the 

authority to approve transfers to and from salary line items. 

 

All resolutions, ordinances or portion of ordinances in conflict with the provisions hereof are 

hereby repealed. 

 



It is so resolved and approved by vote of the City Council of the City of Sky Valley this ____ 

day of _________________, 2017. 

 

Approved: 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Hughel Goodgame, Mayor     

       ______________________________ 

  Milner Lively, Council President 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Chip Durpo, Councilor 

   

______________________________ 

Attest:       Connie Larsen, Councilor 

 

__________________________   ______________________________ 

Ella Fast, City Clerk     Bob MacNair, Councilor 

 

    ______________________________ 

  Ed Steil, Councilor 

 

 

Read and introduced on the ______ day of _______________, 2017. 

 

Adopted on the _____ day of ______________, 2017. 

 



GENERAL FUND BUDGET  2018

REVENUES APPROPRIATIONS

GENERAL FUND 2018 Budget 2018 Budget

310000 TAXES OPERATING EXPENDITURES

311000 GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES 942,960 411000 LEGISLATIVE 10,800

311310 MOTOR VEHICLE PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX 50,000 413000 EXECUTIVE 3,100

311340 INTANGIBLES 6,900 414000 ELECTIONS 4,790

311600 REAL ESTATE TRANSFER 3,600 415000 GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 227,730

311710 ELECTRIC FRANCHISE TAX 43,000 415650 BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 52,300

311750 CABLE FRANCHISE TAX 4,500 420000 JUDICIAL 4,935

311760 TELEPHONE FRANCHISE TAX 11,000 432000 POLICE 288,635

314200 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE EXCISE 1,200 435000 FIRE 58,731

316100 BUSINESS AND OCCUPATION TAXES 2,000 442000 ROADS 225,450

316200 INSURANCE PREMIUM TAXES 15,000 461000 SPECIAL ACTIVITIES/EVENTS 30,000

319000 P/I ON DELINQUENT TAXES 8,000 462000 PARKS 5,750

32000 LICENSES & PERMITS 470000 HOUSING & DEVELOPMENT 23,795

321100 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE 1,000 475000 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 53,135

321220 INSURANCE LICENSES 1,100 TOTAL OPERATING EXPENDITURES 989,151

322210 ZONING AND LAND USE PERMITS 300 CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

322230 SIGN PERMIT 700 415000 GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

322930 PTV PERMITS 100 CAPITAL OUTLAY PROPERTY 0

323101 BUILDING PERMITS 6,000 442000 ROADS

323103 TREE REMOVAL PERMIT 5,500 CAPITAL OUTLAY EQUIPMENT 15,000

330000 INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUES CAPITAL OUTLAY PROPERTY 174,000

334000 STATE GOVERNMENT GRANTS 30,500 432000 POLICE

336000 LOCAL GRANTS 3,000 VEHICLES 0

340000 CHARGES FOR SERVICES 462000 PARKS

341910 ELECTION QUALIFYING FEES 40 CAPITAL OUTLAY PROPERTY 0

347300 EVENT ADMISSION FEES 3,000 470000 HOUSING & DEVELOPMENT

347400 EXHIBIT ADMISSION FEES/VENDORS 1,000 CAPITAL OUTLAY EQUIPMENT 0

347900 OTHER SALES - ECONOMIC DEV 1,500 TOTAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 189,000

341400 PRINTING AND DUPLICATING SERVICES 100 OTHER FINANCING USES

350000 FINES AND FORFEITURES 561000 DEPRECIATION 17,849

351100 COURT FINES 8,000 579000 CONTINGENCY 0

360000 INVESTMENT INCOME TOTAL OTHER FINANCING USES 17,849

361000 INTEREST REVENUES 1,500 GRAND TOTAL EXPENDITURES 1,196,000

370000 CONTRIBUTIONS/DONATIONS

370000 CONTRIBUTIONS/DONATIONS 25,000

TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE 1,176,500

380000 MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE

381001 RENT 12,000

383000 REIMBURSEMENT DAMAGED PROPERTY 0

389000 OTHER MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE 1,000

TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE 13,000

390000 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES

391002 INTERFUND TRANSFER HOTEL/MOTEL 6,000

392100 SALE OF ASSETS 500

TOTAL OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 6,500 GRAND TOTAL REVENUES 1,196,000

GRAND TOTAL REVENUES 1,196,000 NET REVENUE 0

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

EXHIBIT "A"



WATER FUND BUDGET  2018

REVENUES EXPENSES
Water Charges 386,000 Water Maintenance and 

Operations

223,535

Water tap-on Fees 2,500 Water System Improvements

Late Fees/Reconnects 2,000 Debt Service (105%) 126,555

Investment Revenue 1,000      DWSRF Loan

Other Miscellaneous Revenue 500 Fleet Vehicle Replacement 0

     Reserved for Depreciation 41,910

TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE $392,000 

Other Financing Sources

     Grant – DWSRF subsidy 0

     Grant - ARC 0

     Loan - GEFA/DWSRF 0

     Budgeted Use of Surplus 0

     Budged Use of Reserved Debt Svc    0

         

TOTAL REVENUE & OTHER SOURCES $392,000 TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS $392,000 

         

EXHIBIT B



SOLID WASTE BUDGET  2018

REVENUE EXPENSES
Solid Waste Charges 193,200 Solid Waste Maintenance and 

Operations

181,750

Sale of Waste/Mulch 150 Reserved for Depreciation 11,600

     Contingency 0

TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE $193,350 

BUDGETED USE OF SURPLUS $0 

TOTAL REVENUE & OTHER SOURCES $193,350 TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS $193,350 

EXHIBIT C



HOTEL/MOTEL TAX FUND          2018

REVENUE EXPENSES
Selective Sales and Use Taxes Tourism & Promotions 4,000

Hotel/Motel Tax 10,000 Operating Transfer to General 

Fund

6,000

     

TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE $10,000 TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS $10,000 

BUDGETED USE OF SURPLUS $0 

TOTAL REVENUE & OTHER 

SOURCES

$10,000 

EXHIBIT D




















