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Announcements – 
 
2015 General Election 
Qualifying for the 2015 General Election has closed.  The candidates listed below have qualified. 
 
Mayor 
Hughel Goodgame (incumbent) 
 
Council 
Embree H. “Ben” Chitwood, Jr. 
Robert Larsen (incumbent)  
Milner Lively (incumbent) 
Robert MacNair 
W. Delano “Dee” Moore 
Ed Steil 

 
Laura Haywood Gurley qualified for Council but has since withdrawn her name from the ballot. 
The office of mayor is unopposed – Hughel Goodgame will be elected to a two-year term 
There being three council members whose terms expire in 2015, the three candidates receiving the most 
votes will be elected to a two-year term. 
The last day to register to vote in the 2015 General Election is October 5, 2015 
Advanced Voting begins Monday, October 12, 2015 
General Election is Tuesday, November 3, 2015 
 

Marketing  

Billboard 

The City and POA have jointly 
funded a billboard on Highway 441 
North in Lakemont shortly after you 
enter into Rabun County.   

 

 



Banners   

The City and POA have also jointly funded banners which will be displayed on 
light poles and other places in the city.  The banners were intended to be used 
on power poles owned by GA Power, however the size restrictions they 
imposed made the banners unusable for those locations.   

Beautification  

The Visitor Center has been painted and landscaped.  The parking area has 
been resurfaced and will be striped in the coming weeks.  Patty Calderone of 
Calderone Gallery is planning a bear scene mural for the upper end of the 
building.  This mural will not cost the City anything and will make for a great 
photo opportunity for people visiting Sky Valley.   

 

Fall Fest 

The City, POA and Club are diligently working on Fall Fest scheduled for October 17, 2015 from 10 AM to 
4 PM.  We have an Cruise-In that begins at 10 AM with all kinds of unique cars that will be on display 
throughout the day, Arts and Craft vendors, two main stages with live entertainment from 11 AM – 3:30 
PM, a PAWS parade that begins at 12:30 PM followed by a Dog HOWL-O-Ween Costume Contest to 
benefit PAWS 4 Life, Food Vendors, Hay Rides and Waterfall Tours, Hay Bale Trail, Scarecrow Row, a 
Children’s Area with Pumpkin Painting, Inflatables and More.     

Sky Valley Timeshare Association is also a sponsor of Fallfest and Hay 
Bale Trail, and we have a dedicated team of artists ready to carry on the 
great legacy left by Joyce Horton and her helpers.  The Sky Valley 
Garden Club is sponsoring fall decorations throughout the community.  It 
is going to be an exciting season in Sky Valley, and we will need lots of 
volunteers to make it a huge success.  If you are able to help with 
Fallfest on October 17th, please contact me at City Hall and we will get 
you plugged in.    Arts and crafts vendor applications are also still being 
accepted.  The vendor fee is $25, and you will need to supply your own 
tent and table.   

 

ISO Fire Suppression Rating 
Sky Valley recently underwent a Public Protection Classification inspection through Insurance Services 
Office, Inc..  ISO has completed its analysis of the structural fire suppression delivery system provided in 
Sky Valley.  The resulting classification is 05/05Y.  This is an improvement over the 2002 rating of 6/9.  
ISO’s rating plays an important role in the underwriting process at insurance companies.  Make sure your 
home insurance company is aware of this change before your next renewal.  This change will take place on 
September 1, 2015. 
 

Personal Transportation Vehicles (PTVs) 
Registered PTVs through the City are the only legal golf carts that can be used on city streets outside of a 
designated cart lane.  Please visit the city’s website at www.skyvalleyga.com for required safety 
equipment, application and PTV regulations.   

 
Short-term Rentals  
It is mandatory that every person engaging in short-term rentals on their homes of 10 days or less to 
register with the city clerk.   If you have not done this yet, I urge you to contact City Hall immediately.   
Each rental within the City limits of Sky Valley is required to submit a monthly tax return by the 20th of the 

http://www.skyvalleyga.com/


month for rentals during the previous month. An operator who fails to make any return or to pay the amount 
of tax will be assessed penalties and interest.  

 
Georgia Sky to Summit 50km & 8m Race – Saturday November 7, 2015 
This will be the 3rd year of the Georgia Sky to Summit race.  They already have 380 runners signed up for 
the event.  This race starts and ends in Sky Valley, GA.  It is advertised as the most scenic 50k race on the 
east coast, with 20+ miles of untouched single track, 20+ waterfalls, 2 summits of Rabun Bald, view of 3 
different states with over 14,000 feet of elevation change.  Contact Sean@RunBum.com or search for 
Georgia Sky to Summit on Facebook.  This is another great opportunity to showcase our great city. 

Housing & Development & Code Enforcement 

Public Nuisances 
The City receives complaints from time to time of nuisances on private property.  If we find that there is a 
public nuisance that exists in violation of our ordinances, our Code Enforcement Officer will write the 
property owner a letter advising them of the nuisance and giving them notice to abate the nuisance.  
Several of these letters were recently mailed.  Please respond to these letters timely to avoid the City 
having to file an action in the municipal court to abate the nuisance.   
 

Permits 

Please be reminded that work done on your home may likely require a permit.  When in doubt, please 
contact the Building Inspector’s Office or City Hall.  If you are found to be doing work without a permit, your 
first offense will subject you to a penalty fee equal to double the cost of the permit, a $50 minimum.  The 
homeowner is ultimately responsible for making sure his/her contractors obtain the necessary permits.  
Permits are required for, but not limited to, all structural, mechanical, electrical, plumbing, soil & erosion, 
roofing, decking, stairs, concrete, tree cutting, additions and remodeling.  Many repair permits have no cost 
associated with them but are still required and will still be subject to the penalty fee if they are not properly 
obtained.   
 

Public Works -   

Paving/Striping 
Colwell Construction has begun our paving project and will be continuing to work for the next week or so.  
Once the paving has been completed, the striping company will come in to repaint the pavement edge 
lines. Please be aware of paving and paint crews.  Please avoid those areas when possible and be patient 
with these work crews.  They will help you to avoid tar and/or paint on your vehicles, but you must follow 
their directions.  Roads left to be paved are Alpine Drive, Sky Valley Way and Cedar Lane.     

 
Tree Cutting/Trimming/Topping 
Please don’t forget that any tree with a trunk that is 8” or more in diameter or 25” or more in circumference 
at 18” above the ground requires a permit for cutting, trimming & topping.  You are allowed to remove limbs 
from a tree up to twelve feet above the ground without a permit.  If you had to obtain a permit to cut, it 
would not qualify for city chipping service.  Contractors are responsible for the removal of all tree cuttings 
and debris within fourteen days.   

 
Chipping Service 
The City provides 15 minutes of chipping service to every homeowner each month at no cost.  Chipping 
service is then provided at a rate of $100/hour for any time exceeding the first 15 minutes.  Cuttings must 
be less than 8” in diameter and must be stacked in one direction on the right-of-way, out of the road and 
not in an area that will block culverts or otherwise impede storm water drainage.  We cannot chip small 
yard debris, vines, thorn bushes, small shrubbery clippings, railroad ties, landscape timbers, or similar type 
items.  The chipping service is designed for limbs and small trees only.  All other yard waste must be 
bagged. 

mailto:Sean@RunBum.com


Leaves and Yard Waste Pick-up  
Yard waste is collected separately from household garbage.  Please call City Hall to let us know you have 
yard waste to be picked up.  Yard waste shall be bagged and placed for pickup within 5 feet of the 
roadway.  Please do not mix household garbage in with this material.   

 
Mulch 
Mulch from our chipping service is available for purchase from the City for $25 per load delivered. 

 

Water –    
 
Don’t forget that we offer automated bank draft for water/garbage billings.  Please contact Alyssa Mullins at 
City Hall to sign up for this service.  Remember, your account will automatically be drafted for the total 
amount due each month.  You will still receive a paper bill so that you can continue to audit the water 
usage and billing amount each month. 

 
Solid Waste –    
 
The City is picking up household garbage on Mondays and recycling on Thursdays.  I am about to place an 
order for more recycle bins, so if you have not already reserved a bin, please do so as quickly as possible 
so that I can get a good count.  Please do not put garbage out on Thursday.  If you need to dispose of 
garbage during the week, you are welcome to us the compactor on Knob Drive behind the postal facility.   

 
Please note, if your underground cans are in disrepair, you will need to discontinue 
their use or replace them.  We have a constant problem with untied bags and loose 
trash in the underground cans.  If you are using an underground can, you should 
have a removable liner such as the one pictured here.  If you do not have the liner 
that our garbage collectors can lift out of your underground can, you will need to 
discontinue use until replaced.  This is for the safety of our garbage collectors.   

 
The bears are very active so far this season.   Don’t 
forget that garbage should not be placed out for pick-up 

any earlier than the morning of the service.  Animals scatter garbage even when 
put in the underground cans.  Our garbage collectors are not responsible for 
picking up any garbage that is not properly bagged once they arrive.  The 
compactor at the tractor barn on Knob Drive can be utilized when you need to 
take your garbage somewhere prior to a garbage collection day.  This is 
especially important when your garbage contains food items.  NO garbage other 
than regular bagged household garbage should be put out by the road or in any 
dumpster or compactor.   
 
Any contractors or residents found dumping lumber, carpeting, paint, furniture, appliances, or any 
other non-bagged household garbage in the dumpsters or compactor will be cited and fined up to 
$1,000.  Construction debris and other such items should be hauled to the transfer station on Boggs 
Mountain Road in Tiger. 
 
Reduce… Reuse… Recycle… 

 
Reduce the amount and toxicity of trash you throw away  
 
Reuse containers and products  
 
Recycle as much as possible and buy products with recycled content 

http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/reduce.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/reduce.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/recycle.htm







































